User’s Guide for Text2Script

A program to convert a novel or short story in text form into a screenplay or stageplay.
(release v1.0)

This is a full-featured shareware program that will never timeout.  Use it as long as you like.  If you like and use this program why not pay the author for his efforts?  Pay whatever amount you feel you gained from the use of this program by going to my website: www.beyondken.com
Execute the program by double-clicking the Text2Script.exe file.  Select ‘Screen Play Format’ or ‘Stage Play Format’ to choose the output file format.
Press ‘Open Text File...’ to select a text file to convert.  Paragraphs must be separated by a blank line.  Dialogue must be in “quotes”.  It is recommended the text be no more than 80 characters per line.  (Most text files at www.gutenberg.org are in this format)  It might be helpful to divide a large text file into many smaller ones.  (Two sample text files are included)
The program will go through the text file until it finds the first line of dialogue.  Determine the character’s name, then type it into a text field on the right of the window.  Press ‘Generate Line’ to write one line of dialogue to the output file.  Continue until you have generated every line.  (If you see an error message you’ve gone past the end of the file)  Traditionally character names are all caps.
To enter a slugline or stage direction type it into the lower text field and press ‘Generate Note’.  (This button is useful if you accidentally enter a wrong character name)
If you want to quickly generate the rest of the script, press ‘Generate Without Character Names’.  The output file will be completed with placeholders for the character’s names.

Exit the program.  A file named “script.htm” will be saved in the same directory as the text file.  Right-click on it and select ‘Open With Microsoft Office Word’.  Then select ‘File Save As’ to save it as a .doc file.
You may want to adjust the margins in the .doc file.  Suggested settings:  Set the top, bottom, left and right margins to 2 inches in ‘Page Setup’.  Use ‘Print Preview’ to check the formatting.
Additional information on script formats and playwriting may be found at:

http://www.scriptfrenzy.org/howtoformatascreenplay
http://www.scriptfrenzy.org/howtoformatastageplay
Enjoy!  If you have questions or find problems, please send them to:
director@beyondken.com
